[Interstitial pneumonia in children with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. prophylaxis with pentamidine during induction chemotherapy (author's transl)].
The influence of pentamidine prophylaxis on incidence and degree of interstitial pneumonia (IP) during a standardized induction chemotherapy in 100 children with acute lymphoblastic leukemia has been investigated. For radiologic evaluation we established three stages of IP. With pentamidine prophylaxis the incidence of IP was reduced from 48% to 9%. In addition, there was a significant reduction of severe or lethal courses.